
The Sins of America 

Excerpts from a sermon written by Willie R. Frye 

During 1998, the most publicized event in the US was the scandal surrounding the Clinton 

presidency. One could not turn on a television or radio or pick up a newspaper without being inundated 

with information about Clinton’s sexual transgressions and the corresponding cover-up. In August of 1998, 

Willie R. Frye, this writer’s father, delivered a sermon at Mt. Airy Friends Meeting entitled The Sins of 

America. In the introduction to the sermon, Willie discussed the national outrage regarding the president’s 

behavior. Willie observed that during his lifetime, he had never observed such a national outcry of 

condemnation. He suggested that Americans had “gone too far down the road of self-righteousness which 

breeds arrogance and which precludes us from examining our own sins.” Willie reminded congregants that 

Jesus rarely spoke of sexual sins. According to scripture, when Jesus spoke to the Pharisees about the 

nature of sin, he said, “you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the 

law, justice and mercy and faith; you blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel.” (Matthew 

23:23)  

Willie described the shock of Americans on August, 7, 1998, when US embassies in Tanzania and 

Afghanistan were bombed killing 257 people and wounding 5500.  He described the swift retaliation by the 

US in bombing sites in Afghanistan and Sudan. In spite of Congress’s dislike of President Clinton, legislators 

supported his swift military action.  

Although this sermon describes events of almost two decades ago, we are still in the throes of 

military conflict in the Middle East.  Willie’s prophetic voice still speaks to us. Excerpts from the sermon 

Willie preached about The Sins of America follow: 

The State Department and the Secretary of State have warned us that we are at war and that it will 

be a long one. I don’t know what your feelings are, but I can tell you mine. I am frightened. I have other 

feelings as well that come in the form of questions. I would like to share those questions with you. 

The first question I have is: If this bombing was right and necessary because of the threat of more 

terrorist attacks, why do I feel less safe than I did before the attacks? What brought us to this point? What 

is the solution? How can we bring peace? 

Our government assures us that we had no real choice because, according to intelligence reports, 

there were plans for additional terrorist attacks. Suppose we grant that we had reached a point where 

military action was the only answer. There is another question that must be raised: How did we get to this 

point?  There was some soul-searching even among the news media prior to the bombings. A news analyst 

observed that after World War II, a barrier separated the East from the West. Churchill called it the Iron 

Curtain. In the early 1990s, that curtain disintegrated and the East and West opened to each other. 

However, at about the same time, another division became evident: the division between Christian and 

Muslim nations. It is no accident that this current conflict has arisen in the context of religious 

fundamentalism. The Christian fundamentalism of America has been endemic to our society. It has taught 

us that America is God’s chosen people, that Old Testament militarism is the answer, and that if others do 

not bend to our will, we should compel them because God is on our side. 

This exaggerated opinion of ourselves is bolstered by our economic and military power. We see 

wealth and power as confirmation that God smiles on us. We have used that belief to justify our huge 
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military expenditures, our exploitation of developing nations, and our interference in the internal affairs of 

other sovereign nations. 

I am an American. I love being an American. But that does not mean that I cannot see the faults of 

my nation. When we offer criticism of our national policies, some people respond with, “America, love it or 

leave it.” We ought to be saying, “America, love it and heal it.” We need a day of national penitence.  

What are America’s sins? They are the sins of arrogance; the idea that we are chosen; that others 

are inferior; that our religion, our politics, and our economic concepts are superior. We have committed the 

basic sin of denying that we are all brothers and sisters.  

What are America’s sins? They are the sins of injustice. The prophet Amos rebuked Israel for her 

injustice. He said, “All of your sacrifices, and your worship services will not avail. If you want God’s help, Let 

justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream.” (Amos 5:24) 

What are America’s sins? They are the sins of greed and exploitations of others. During the Gulf 

War, we were told by our government that we were attacking in order to free Kuwait from Iraqi 

occupation. Here is what we did: we bombed all of the major dams in Iraq and most of its public drinking 

water facilities; we bombed enough sewage treatment facilities to contaminate the Tigris River; we 

bombed virtually all communication systems, leaving citizens unwarned of danger and unable to call for 

help; we bombed 139 auto and railway bridges, food-processing storage, and distribution facilities; 100% of 

irrigation systems; wheat and grain fields; 28 civilian hospitals and 52 community health centers; clothing 

factories; a cosmetics factory; an infant formula factory; 56 mosques; more than 600 schools. All of this is 

what we were told would be a “surgical strike.” (Excerpted from High Tide in Tucson by Barbara Kingsolver, 

p. 224) As a result of this devastation and the ensuing embargo, at least 500,000 people have died. And we 

wonder why people hate the US? 

What are America’s sins? They are the sins of trusting in militarism. We really do believe in praising 

God and passing the ammunition. We have forgotten that Jesus once said, “They that live by the sword 

shall perish by the sword.” (Matthew 26:52) 

I do not have the answer to our current dilemma. I do not even have all of the facts. But I know 

how we got where we are and I do know what the prophetic message is. The prophet Isaiah gave it first a 

long time ago. His nation, too, was under siege by terrorists. Here is what he said: “…but your iniquities 

have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you so that he 

does not hear. For your hands are defiled with blood and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken 

lies, your tongue mutters wickedness…Therefore justice is far from us and righteousness does not overtake 

us.” (Isaiah 59:2-3, 9) And then he gave the answer to the dilemma. “The effect of righteousness will be 

peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever.” (Isaiah 32:17) 

George Fox, the founder of Quakerism, understood what Isaiah meant. When he was offered a 

commission in Cromwell’s army in 1651, this was his response: “I told (the Commonwealth Commissioners) 

I lived in the virtue of that life and power that took away the occasion of all wars and I knew from whence 

all wars did rise, from the lust according to James’s doctrine.” 

What is the sin of America? It is the sin of forgetting that all people are children of God and that we 

are their brothers and sisters. It is the sin of forgetting that peace can only be built on righteousness and 

justice for all people. 
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