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December 5, 2015 

 
"Give me your tired, your poor, 

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!" 

 
This poem by Emma Lazarus is graven on a tablet within the pedestal on which the Statue of 

Liberty stands. The words inscribed on the pedestal of this wonderful gift from France have welcomed 
immigrants to the United States for over 100 years. Currently, many citizens of the United States are 
allowing the senseless violence of a few to shape their views of all immigrants. In contrast, despite the 
recent horrific attacks on France, President Francois Hollande promised to honor his commitment to 
take in tens of thousands of refugees. He said that France would do so despite concerns that refugees 
might pose a security threat to the country. (Think Progress) 

While France attempts to heal its wounds after the attacks, she continues to welcome strangers 
from abroad. In contrast, Governor Pat McCrory was quick to demonize refugees after the Paris 
attacks. McCrory was among the first of more than 30 governors to call for a suspension in the 
resettlement of refugees from Syria and in some cases Iraq. “There’s been a contagion of fear sweeping 
the country that’s causing people to forget who we, as caring people of faith, are.” (The Nation) 

Many individuals have made arguments that relate the problems of terrorism with illegal 
immigration in the United States. The United States has welcomed almost 2 million refugees since 1990, 
including hundreds of thousands from the Middle East. There have been dozens of terrorist attacks on 
American soil in that time, but none of them involved refugees. (The Hill) 

As we approach our celebration of the birth of the Prince of Peace, we ask lawmakers and 
citizens to consider these queries for self-examination: 

 

 Are we allowing fear to guide our responses to current events? 

 Are we embodying the love of Christ in our reactions? 

 How is our reaction evidence of our belief in a loving and merciful God? 
 
 

 “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. You shall treat 
the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” Leviticus 19:33-34 

 

Peace on Earth and Good Will to All People 

http://thinkprogress.org/world/2015/11/18/3723440/france-refugees/
http://www.thenation.com/article/not-everyone-in-north-carolina-wants-to-keep-refugees-out/
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL31269.pdf
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/immigration/255237-anti-immigrant-activists-more-prone-to-terrorism-than-refugees

