PEACE
WILLIAM PENN - LIVELY QUAKER
GOALS
1. To learn about William Penn's life and accomplishments
2. To understand the importance of Quaker principles to William Penn
3. To incorporate William Penn's passion for fair business dealings into our
lives
4. To examine the manner in which Penn lived joyfully and morally

r-ossmr.e CLASS OUTLINE
I. Introduction
a. Show a portrait of William Penn (if available).
b. Discuss the statement: "William Penn was a dream man for the
seventeenth century."
c.Activity 1 - Settling in the new world
II. Penn - the boy
III. Penn - the young man
a. Activity 2 - "Carry it as long as thee can"
IV. Penn - Prisoner, Governor, Friend of the Indians
a. Activity 3 - Penn and Native Americans
b. Activity 4 - Pleading for the prisoners
V. Closing and prayer
a. Activity 5 - Adventure
b. Activity 6 - Journal
c. Extended activity 7 - Time line
d. Extended activity 8 - Meeting display

SCRIPTURE
MATTHEW 6:19-21
19 Do not lay upfor yourselves treasures on earth where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal, 20butlayup for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where
thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is there will
your heart be also.

Alternate Scripture: Luke 16:9-13

PREPARATION

Vocabulary
The Black Plague - nearly one-seventh of the population of England died in 1665 of this terrible disease
Religious dissenter - person who believes and practices different religious beliefs than the majority of the
people
Constitution - the fundamental principles of a governmental body that determine the powers of the government
and the rights of the citizens
MATERIALS
Activity 1 - Settling in the new world
World map
Activity 2 - "Carry it as long as thee can"
Paper
Pencils
Markers
Crayons
Activity 3 - Penn and the Native Americans
Paper
Pencils
Tape measure
Activity 4 - Pleading for prisoners
Paper
Pencils
Activity 5 - Adventure
Large roll of newsprint
Crayons or markers
Activity 6 - Journal
Notebook for each child
Extended Activity 7 - Time line
Construction paper
Pencils or pens
List of important events in William Penn's life
Extended Activity 8 - Meeting display
A picture of William Penn
Construction paper
Pencils or pens

RESOURCES
Christian Faith and Practice in the Experience of the Society of Friends,London Yearly Meeting of Friends,
1972.
A Procession of Friends: Quakers in America, Daisy Newman, Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1972.
What is a Quaker? A Course for Junior High, Deborah James, Friends General Conference, 1970.
Quaker Pioneers, Stephen Allott, Bannisdale Press, 1963.
Children's books
The Story of William Penn, Aliki, Pentice Hall, 1964.
My Book of Friends, Joyce Holden, Friends United Meeting, 1985.
The Feather of Peace, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.
King and Quaker, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.
The World of William Penn, Genevieve Foster, Scribner, 192 pp.
Penn, Elizabeth Gray, Viking, 1972.
WIlliam Penn: Founder of Pennsylvania, Ronald Snyme, W. Murrow, 1966, 95 pp.
LESSON
William Penn is probably the most widely known and admired Quaker among the Friends who influenced the
early formation of our country. He was a convert to Quakerism from the aristocracy of England. Penn was a
dashing, sophisticated, generous man who worked all of his adult life to free religious people from persecution
for their religious beliefs. He was always on the move. He approached life as an adventure. He was a wealthy
nobleman who chose to give up his life of comfort in order to dedicate himself to establishing a colony in the
New World where religious freedom could be provided for all people.
PENN - THE BOY
William Penn had an experience when he was ten years old that prepared him for his later conversion to
Quakerism. He was alone in his room when the room was suddenly infused with "a glow oflight." It lasted only
an instant but it left him feeling warm and very close to God. This feeling stayed with him throughout his youth.
He was expelled from Oxford when he refused to attend chapel because this "glow" made him resent the
hypocrisy of the religious attitudes there. His father, who was an Admiral in the British navy and had been
knighted, was very angry with him. He finally sent him to Europe to finish his studies

PENN - THE YOUNG MAN
When William Penn returned to England the suffering of the people during the Black Plague and the London
Fire deeply depressed him. He went to Ireland on family business and attended a Quaker meeting where
Thomas Loe Spoke. He sat among the plain Friends in his sword and plumed hat. When Thomas Loe finished
speaking, Penn was so moved that he could only stand and sob. He was 22 years old when he left that meeting
and started out on a new life. He adopted a simple but elegant fashion of Quaker clothes. Penn's most difficult
decision was whether to keep and wear his sword. When he asked George Fox about it, Fox told him, "Wear it
as long as thou canst." Penn soon found that his sword had been replaced with love.

PENN - PRISONER, GOVERNOR, AND FRIEND OF NATIVE AMERICANS
Penn served many months in English prisons because of his affiliations with Quakers. When he came out of
prison, he was determined to establish a colony in the New World where people could worship as they chose.
He married a Quaker girl named Gulielma Sprigett and obtained a charter from King Charles for land across the
sea in exchange for a debt owed to his family. The constitution that Penn wrote for this colony was the most
important contribution that he made to our nation. It was used as a reference for the framing of the Constitution
of the United States. Soon after Penn arrived in the colony he earned the name Onas Netap from the Indians.
Translated, this means "fair" and "pen" for his just dealings with them. He quickly learned their language and
entertained them often in the governor's home.
Penn eventually had to return to England to settle a border dispute between Maryland and Pennsylvania. After
this was done he continued to work with King James II to release the Quaker prisoners held in prison. In 1686
he succeeded in getting 1300 Quakers freed from prison. Penn was so thrilled that he delayed his return to
continue working for the freedom of other religious dissenters. William Penn loved life so much that he spent
his life trying to help others find as much in life as he had. His generosity left him a poor man in his later years
because he gave away the riches he had inherited from his father.

PRAYER
Dear Lord, Thank you for the example given us by William Penn. Give us the strength and courage to live our
lives as fully and generously as he did. Help us to remember to treat others fairly.
Amen

ACTIVITIES
Activity 1 - Settling in the new world
Show a map of the world to the students. Locate England, Ireland, France, Italy, and Spain on the map,
showing where Penn lived as a youth. Then show the North American continent and show how far Pennsylvania
isfrom Europe. Discuss the sailing conditions of the mid 1600's. Tell how most of the people who came to the
New World with Penn on his first voyage became ill with smallpox. Since Penn had smallpox when he was a
child, he was immune. He helped nurse the people on the long voyage. Have the students act out what it would
have been like to make this voyage. Emphasize the hardships of the trip, but remember the settlers dedication to
the will of God and their joy at having a place they could live and worship their God.

Activity 2 - "Carry it as long as thee can"
Ask each student to name a possession that they have that might not be a beneficial possession. They might have
questionable record albums, toy weapons, or objects they value more than they should. Discuss why they
maintain possession of these things and what would be needed for them to decide to rid themselves of them. If it
seems suitable, you can ask the students to draw pictures of these possessions and symbolically throw thee
trash. Discuss how William Penn must have struggled over laying down his sword.

Activity3 - Penn and Native Americans
Remind students how fairly William Penn treated Native Americans. Discuss how this was different from the
way Native Americans were usually treated when Europeans came to the new world Divide the students into
two groups. One group should be the Indians and the other group settlers in the New World Provide paper and
pencils and have the students draw off the meetings property. They might go outside and use a tape measure to
get specific measurements. Then ask students to sit down and decide a fair price for the property which is
actually owned by the Indians. Remember that money was not valuable to the Indians. Have them write down
the agreements they reach for joint use of this land.
Activity 4 - Pleading for prisoners
Have the students write a playlet about William Penn pleading with King James II to let the Friends in prison
go free. Recall that King James was a Catholic and believed that all English people should be Catholics. The
finished product may be acted for the entire meeting.
Activity 5 - Adventure
William Penn led an adventuresome life. Use a large piece of paper (large roll of newsprint works well) to
create a comic strip time line a/William Penn's life. Start with his time as a child growing up in an advantaged
home. Go through his experience with the Light, on to his adventure in the New World, to his freeing of
prisoners. Children of this age really enjoy adventure books. Help them to see that adventure can be as exciting
even if it is a religious adventure.
Activity 6 - Journal
Have the students add to their journal entries. Have them think about the choices William Penn made as he
lived his life. He gave up riches and position to set up a new community in the New World Have the students
write about the choices they might have made in his place.

EXTENDED ACTIVITIES
Activity 7 - Time line
Add William Penn to your Quaker personality time line. He lived 1644 - 1718. On your sheet of construction
paper for him, be sure to include important events and facts of his life.
Activity 8 - Meeting display
Find a place in your meetinghouse or Educational Building where you can display information your students
discover about William Penn. The/oyer of the Meetingroom makes an excellent place.

PEACE
WILLIAM PENN - LIVELY QUAKER

DOWN CLUES

ACROSS CLUES

1. UNFAIR

1. UNAVOIDABLE
4. AGREEMENT

6. PERIOD

2. CAUSING

BETWEEN NA nONS

3. NEARLY

OF HISTORY

POPULATION

7. ONE MOST ABLE TO SURVIVE

11. REGION OR PLACE OF SPIRITUAL
14. NOT GETTING WANTED RESULTS

RULE

15. THE FUNDAMENTAL

OF A

GOVERNMENTAL

PRINCIPLES

5. ALLOWING

BODY THAT DETERMINE

WITH GREA TEST WEALTH

COMFORT,

1665 OF

DISEASE

CHOICE

8. NOr ALLOW, PROHIBIT
9. CLASH OF INTEREST OR OPINION
10. PAYBACK A WRONG
12. AGREEMENT INSTEAD OF VOTING
13. EVERYWHERE
16. POSSESSION OF CONTROL, AUTHORITY

AND POWER

19. CAUSING
20. FREEDOM

DISCOMFORT

OF THE

OF ENGLAND DIED IN

THIS TERRIBLE

THE POWERS OF THE GOVERNMENT

17. COUNTRIES

HARM, SUFFERING,
ONE-SEVENTH

JOY, AND HOPE

INFLUENCE

FROM DANGER

18. ONE

OVER OTHERS

WHO SEEKS THE INJURY,

OVERTHROW, OR FAlLURE OF OTHERS.
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Word List:
ALTERNATIVES
BLACKPLAGUE
CONSTITUTION
CONFLICT
CONSENSUS
ENEMY
ERA

EVIL
FITTEST
FORBIDDEN
GOOD
INEVITABLE
INEFFECTIVE
INJUSTICE

KINGDOM
POWER
RETALIATION
SECURITY
SUPERPOWERS
TREATY
UNIVERSALITY

ACROSS CLUES

DOWN CLUES

1. Unavoidable - INEVITABLE
4. Agreement between nations - TREATY
6. Period of History - ERA
7. One most able to survive - FITTEST
11. Region or place of spiritual rule - KINGDOM
14. Not getting wanted results - INEFFECTIVE
15. The fundamental principles of a governmental
body that determine the powers of the
government - CONSTITUTION
17. Countries with greatest wealth
and power- SUPERPOWERS
19. Causing comfort, joy, and hope - GOOD
20. Freedom from danger - SECURITY

1. Unfair - INJUSTICE
2. Causing harm, suffering - EVIL
3. Nearly one-seventh of the population
of England died in 1665 of this
terrible disease - BLACKPLAGUE
5. Allowing Choice - ALTERNATIVES
8. Not allow, prohibit - FORBIDDEN
9. Clash of interest or opinion - CONFLICT
10. Pay back - RETALIATION
12. Agreement instead of - CONSENSUS
13. Everywhere - UNIVERSALLY
16. Possession of control, authority or
influence over others - POWER
18. One who seeks the injury, overthrow,
or failure of others - ENEMY
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